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Coming up...

Monday, 1st May: May Day Bank Holiday
Monday, 8th May: King’s Coronation Bank Holiday
Tuesday, 9th May: Year 6 SATs Week
Thursday, 11th May: EYFS Church Farm trip
Monday, 15th May: Hilltop Information Evening (6pm)

Year 2 SATs Week
Friday, 26th May: House Day (theme TBC)
Monday, 29th May: Half-term week
Monday, 5th June: Year 6 Residential trip
Monday, 12th June: Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Week
Monday, 26th June—Thursday, 29th June: Year 6 Bikeability
Wednesday, 28th June—Year 4 Tower of London Trip
Tuesday, 4th July—Class Swap afternoon
Thursday, 6th & Friday, 7th July: Year 5 Grafham Water Trip
Thursday, 13th July: PTCA Summer Fair
Tuesday, 18th July: End of Term (2pm)
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A message from Mr Klisby

Since returning back at the start of the summer term,
we have all been coming to terms with the death of
Mrs Faben.

This sad news obviously followed all too quickly on the
loss the school experienced during the spring term.

It is very difficult to convey the impact that these tragic
events are having on the staff and community.

In addition to the realisation that Katy and Linda are
no longer a part of our lives, there is also the loss of what
they contributed to the life of the school.

As | said in the letter which informed you of Mrs Faben’s
death, it is impossible to overstate the contribution she
made to our provision. For a long time to come, we will
still be uncovering the breadth and depth of what she
did, and that many of the things that we all just assumed
were part of the school’s offer, only actually happened
because of Linda.

Her appetite and unrelenting commitment to supporting
the school were driven by her fierce desire to ensure that
our children had as many opportunities as possible,
across the range of the school’s curriculum.

Not only have hundreds of children attended the

early morning Multiskills Club that Linda led for years
(with many going on to experience the unique joy of
representative sport at a local and regional level), but
countless children had access to resources and
equipment that they simply would not have had, were it
not for Linda. You only need look at our wonderful LRC to
see the evidence of this; with many of the books paid for
out of PTCA funding that Linda was instrumental in
securing.

In addition to the professional debt that | will always owe
Linda, there is also the personal. She was a stalwart of
both the athletics club and rugby club that | belonged to
years ago. Here again, she devoted endless hours to
making these clubs function; be it be marshalling on a
wet and windy running track, or cooking enough chilli con
carne for a hundred hungry rugby players.

She was a genuine warrior: one of the bravest and
toughest people | have known. But she was also one of
the warmest and kindest. Her untimely death will be felt
for many years to come.

We are currently considering how we can best honour
Linda’s memory, and | will write to you shortly to inform
on what has been decided.
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In the news...

Our Year 6 Netball Team recently competed in the Pete Thompson (5 x World Record Holder for skipping

activities) spent a day leading skipping workshops for

South Cambs Sports Partnerships A Team Finals, at hild he d dwitha h
KS2 chi T tart it i-
Comberton Village College. They did really well and our bICl fiaren. the day started with a hi-energy
assembly!

came 2nd in their division.

A Polite Request...

Assembly Music
A number of parents have spoken to us recently regarding the use
of ‘Prime’ drinks bottles in school. Apparently, these bottles are

Recent music in assemblies has includ-
ed: “Here Comes the Sun” by The

¥ ] highly sought after and there is some sort of status in having a
Beatles; “I Get the Sweetest Feeling”

by Jackie Wilson; “Shoes” by Bobby

bottle. Unsurprisingly, this is putting some parents under unneces-

sary pressure, as their children are very keen to have said bottles.
‘Blues’ Bland; and “It Takes Two” by Therefore, if you could avoid sending your child into school with a
Marvin Gaye and Kim Weston. Prime bottle, it would be hugely appreciated. A reminder that
children should only be bringing water into school for a drink.

Tier 2 Vocabulary
Please be aware that the following Tier 2 vocabulary is currently being shared and taught across the school:
EYFS Chasing, Trekking, Floating Year 4 Voyaging, Crackled, Plunge
Year 1 Afraid, Strange, hopeful Year 5 Devious, Distress, Envious
Year 2 Searching, Darkness, Sway Year 6 Exposed, Obliged, Contemplate
Year 3 Grasp, Relentlessly, Amongst, Innocent

NB, For Tier 3 Vocabulary, please refer to your child’s Knowledge Organisers
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Should any of you be struggling to navigate the challenges of supporting your child’s use of technology, Mr Moore,

our Online Safety Lead, has found the following advice:
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Helping children and young people w:th

MANAGING DEVICE \
STRESS AND ANXIETY -

The internet and advances in the capability of digital devices have afforded us orguobly the fastest period of
technological and social evolution in living memory: creating opportunities for us to interact with people
anywhere in the world, 24 hours a day. It's also, however, blurred safety boundaries and added new

stresses for young people, who are often less

aware of the hidden hazards. With almost half of

10=15=year=olds experiencing bullying online and algorithms pushing content in front of our
chlldren every day, it's important to know how to address some of these challenges

LIVING ONUNE

The internet is awash with

sophisticated algorithms that kearn i
from our online behaviour and try
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to predict our wants and needs.

That's very helpfulin some ros

but it can make the onne

difficult for children and you

gooph to negotiate. Content can be
rought to.:‘homg:any time — it 2

nota Q riate, a:
chczron ma! O:/\:t hav':tpmubiity or
the support to deal with it.
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Content is also directed ot us
through notifications from our apps:
letting us know we have a new
message or social post to read, for
example. While that's useful in some
c:rcumstonces it conditions us to
eep going back online (and is
dougned 0 do so0) and can be a
near-constant demand on
child's attention. As such a
become more commeon, are wo
experiencing an ‘attack of the pings'?
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time (Bke Instant messaging GQB)
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maedia) that It s possible to be
eonuonl In conversation. Young
pe efer quickfire

exc ongos text — but using fewer
words can cause distressin
miscommunications through the
lack of non-verbal cues Bke lucld
expressions or tone of
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' LEARN THE BASICS
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TALK ITOUT

¥ a child mentions a comment that's been
directed at them in a text chat or on soclol media,

It may sound minor but can actuclly have a much
bigger effect than we reakse. In our brains,
any percelved threat can get internalised whik our
body reacts as if we were ical danger — vohl
stress levels. It's always h encouraging your chi

to get any concemns out in the open.
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PUSH DISTRACTIONS AWAY

Notifications to our phones and tablets can be
helpful, but make one

who's really in ch the p: or the device?
Checkin ouv 6 as soon oa it goes off is an easy
habit to

switching off non-ouonmf alorzoon your Jwioury
and encoura ur child to do the same: you
should both @55 triggered and more in control

LOOK FOR THE SIGNS D

This Is tricky — and may depend on the child’s age

— but any sudden chan In behaviour is worth
lookln? out tov i your child seems to be checking

tablet more, doesn’t want to be parted
from ov cppocu unusually secretive, anxlous
or withdrawn, it coukd be a sign that something is
amiss in tion to thair = and, possibly,
they're in need of extra support,

f KEEP CHECKING IN

" DIGITAL DEPENDENCY __

As devices allow access to
immod-a!o external hel, m
challenging situations, it

concern that children may not be
deveboping the inner confidence to
work things out for themselves.
ukownso, group membership is

C impommt lo ou =
b:gn i dni:.t:l y ?4"1 and
/ excluded lrom oninc
:onversatlons can cause damaging

feelings of loneliness and isolation.
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DISGUISED DISTRESS (&
Children often haven't dewlo »
the orm:tiond mmrcny';lko deal wﬁ:ﬁd
many of the setbacks of everyda
e, s!) identifying when it's %
specifically something online that's
worried them can be tricky. A certain
level of stress is a normal response
to a problem: it spurs us into action
to keep ourselves safe. If the stress
is excessive, though, it can feel

overwhelming an potentially lead
to anxiety or depression.
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ANTI-SOCIAL SOCIALS
Soclol media can bring
e ARy
also have a darker a|oa including

‘flame war’ ar
escalate quic

uments which can
and have hurtful
consequences. With so many people
koking on, ‘group sha
situations are also common — while
there are continual opponunhlos for
roung people to com
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soclalmedia users.
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BE KIND: UNWIND

Be kind to yourselves as parents and carers,
mmwmm re ol in the same boat, trying
uide our children through this complex,
h;an digitad environment, Getting into the
natural, relaxed c rsations
about M odlno e ond yours)
and make It far easier
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them to open up
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